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Procurement Data Analysis  
Following are some key findings from the procurement data sets that were provided for 2018 
financial year. In analysing this data, it is acknowledged that there continues to be challenges 
in the collection, reporting and collation of procurement data that creates limitations to what 
we can report. 

Proportional Spend Trends 

Whilst overall local spend decreased within the latest 
reporting of procurement data, overall proportional 
trends in local versus non-local spend is tracking 
positively across the three reporting periods.  

Likewise, of all signatories who have provided 
procurement data since 2015, 84% of businesses are 
reporting a positive shift towards local spend.  

So whilst there are increases and decreases in the 
dollar value of spend year on year, more signatories 
are positively reporting a shift in procurement practice 
that supports local business.  

 

2018 Financial Year Spend 

Analysis of 15 Compact Signatories procurement data for 
2018 financial year, for the first time shows a reduction in 
local spend of $27.3 million. However, overall shift in spend 
remains positive across the last four years reporting a 
cumulative shift in local spend of $16.8 million.  

Fifteen sets of procurement data were provided for 2018 FY, 
noting that of these only 10 signatories have been able to 
provide regular and consistent data since 2015 financial 
year.  

 

 

Whilst local spend decreased, total spend across these businesses increased by roughly $5.8 million. 
Of the 15 businesses who provided data: 

 9 businesses reported a decrease in total spend, and  

 6 reported an increase in total spend.  

For those with a decrease in total spend there is an unsurprising correlation with a decrease in local 
spend.  
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There are several key drivers for the reduction in local spend across the 2018 FY data, most notably: 

 Completion of significant projects within the region; 

 Inclusion of data from a significant international business which impacts on the proportion of 
local and non-local spend; 

 Decrease in total spend of roughly $29 million across 9 of the businesses providing data; and 

 Local spend currently being assessed purely on the postcode of the supplier, and not counting 
where a business is contributing towards local value and/or local employment. 

 

Local Spend Flows 

Spend flows into the G21 region, and then into GROW target suburbs   show that during 2018 financial 
year, over $45 million was spent buying goods and services from businesses located in 3214, 3219 
and 3250.  

 

G21 Region 

$346.5 million 

 

Surrounding Suburbs 

$251.4 million 

 

GROW Target Suburbs 

$45.9 million 

Spend by Industry 

In 2018 FY a total of $460 million was spent out of region. Of this, 74% of non-local spend came from 
the following industries: 
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An analysis of the top two contributors to non-local spend (below), highlights some potentially 
significant opportunities for increased local procurement, and the use of local suppliers who in turn 
could create employment for people from GROW target suburbs.  

 

Professional, Scientific & Technical Services 

Significant spend is occurring out of the region for engineering design & consulting services, 
management advice, computer system design, as well as accounting, legal, architectural and 
advertising services. 
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Construction 

Significant spend is occurring out of the region for civil engineering construction, site preparation, 
road and bridge construction, structural steel erection, as well as electrical, carpentry, painting and 
decorating services. 

 

  

For any queries related to the collated, or individual organizational, procurement 
data and analysis, please contact Kerry Farrance, GROW Evaluation & Data 
Analyst, on 5229 4364 or kerry@givewhereyoulive.com.au   

 

Where to next? 

Our learning is that measuring shift in 
spend data is complex, clean data is 
challenging to collect and causal conditions 
are multifaceted. The GROW initiative has 
had to alter expectations for collecting a 
representative set of detailed procurement 
data from most signatories, and is currently 
developing practical next steps for working 
with a focus on strategic procurement data 
collection. 
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